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kitchen. Hsi-m&n Ch'ing went to them and told them about
the monk and the contribution he had made. He also told
them the joke Ying Po-chiieh had made. They laughed.
The Moon Lady was a good woman. She said something
to Hsi-mSn Ch'ing which touched him deeply.
"Brother," she said, "you have been blessed by Heaven.
A son has been born to you. Now you have*had this generous
idea of giving your money and the whole household will be
the better for it. But the more good ideas the better, while
evil ideas should be uprooted utterly. Brother, in days past
you have not been all that you ought to have been. You have
gone after whores and behaved improperly. This must stop.
Then you will grow in virtue and it will be better fey: your son."
Hsi-m6n Ch'ing laughed. "That's a nice way to talk. And
you're quite wrong. The world is based upon the interaction
of the male and female principles and it is natural for men and
women to be drawn together. Any irregular little affair that
may happen in this present life was predetermined in a former
one. It is all written down in the register of marriages. One
cannot say that anything we do is out of depravity and evil
passion. Besides, they tell me that gold is not despised, even
in Paradise, and, in the ten regions of Hell, money is at a
premium. So, if we are generous in almsgiving now, it won't
do us any harm if we debauch the angels and run off with the
daughters of the Mother of the Gods?"
The Moon Lady laughed, "Dogs eat filth and think it's nice.
They can't change their habits, because they are made that way."
They were still laughing when the two nuns, Wang and
Hsiieh, came in with a bowl. They* greeted the Moon Lady
and Hsi-men Ch'ing. The Moon Lady asked them to sit down.
Nun Hstieh was not one who had been brought up in a
convent from her youth. She had been a married woman and
her husband had sold pies outside a temple. But the business
did not prosper and she started a business of greater profit
with the monks of the temple. Five or six of then? enjoyed her
favours. They used to send her bread and other things that the
faithful had given them for sacrifice. They gave her money
for ornaments and cloth which pious donors had presented to
the temple, and she used the cloth to make shoes for her feet,
this was without her husband's knowledge. When he died,

